
 

 

 



 

 

 

A message from the president: 

Courage. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “In everything you do, you need courage.” It is a bold 

and courageous step to commit to a higher level of  education. Bladen Community College is 

dedicated to providing the support, guidance, resources and encouragement students need  

to courageously follow their dreams. 
 

It is a pleasure to present to the community the reasons why the College continues to be an 

asset to Bladen County. In this Annual Report, we feature student and departmental success 

stories that define our commitment and showcase our accomplishments.  We invite you to  

peruse our statistics and observe our growth. 

 

Bladen Community College grows deeper, wider, and stronger with every passing year.  

By example, we teach young adults the very essence of  courageous living. Every day is  

an adventure. Thank you for your continuing support of  our mission. 

 

 

                  Sincerely,  

 

                           William Findt 

                  President 



 

 

BCC is Awarded 

Accreditation 

in Early Childhood Education 
Curiosity exhibited by a child presents a teachable moment. That philosophy coupled with  

enthusiasm and passion for early childhood education inspires Department Chair Jennifer 

Whittington every day. Because of  her commitment and leadership, in July, the College  

received accreditation from the National Association for the Education of  Young Children. 

“BCC can now offer certification in three areas,” she explains. “Certification is available for lead 

teacher or administrator positions. The third certificate is for infant, toddler, and  

two-year-old curriculum.” With 67 credit hours, students will graduate with an Associate of 

Applied Science Degree. Certification is awarded for demonstrating substantial compliance 

with national professional standards for early childhood education. 

 

The classroom, located on the second floor of  the Student Resource Center, features  

state-of-the-art developmentally challenging toys, games, books, and puzzles. “Our teaching  

facility exemplifies what an early childhood classroom should look like,” remarks Whittington. 

“We teach the methodology of  teaching in an optimal classroom environment.” 
 

The course of  study collaborates with other colleges to offer attainable ways to transfer 

among colleges. “We have articulation agreements with Fayetteville State University and  

the University of  North Carolina at Pembroke,” explains Whittington. 
 

Accreditation in Early Childhood Education strengthens BCC’s ever-growing curriculum  

opportunities and broadens its impact in the community.  



 

 

BCC Adds Medical Office Administration 

Degree Program 
To promote job opportunities related to the health care industry, the Business Programs  

Department has added a Medical Office Administration degree. According to Lee Anne  

Bryan, Department Chair for Business Programs, “the medical office administration degree 

opens doors for students who are interested in office management in a medical work  

environment.” Students who currently hold certificates and degrees in business  

administration can add this focus with only a few additional credit hours.  



 

 

     “I dropped out of high school and was living the wild life,  

I guess you could say,” remembers quadriplegic Willie Corbett,  

“until the car accident in 1991. I was paralyzed from the neck down.  

That event caused me to prioritize my life.”  

     Corbett bought a study guide that prepared him for the General Educational  

Development (GED) test. In 2012, he enrolled in the Computer Information Technology program at BCC. 

“The hardest part of earning the degree was typing my English essays and coding. I used a mouth-stick to 

tap the computer keys one-at-a-time. It was a painstaking process,” he remembers. 

     His mentor, Tommy Rains, remarks “Students like Mr. Corbett are the reason I love my job. I share his 

example often to inspire other students.” 

     Corbett received his diploma in 2015. “Never run into a stop sign,” he counsels. “Always find a way 

around it.” 

     That determination has now earned Mr. Corbett the highest award a community college student can 

receive. The North Carolina Community College System has named Corbett as the recipient of the 2016 

Dallas Herring Achievement Award.  

      Barry Priest, Vice President of Student Services remarks, “Each of the 58 colleges in the North Carolina  

system submits a nominee for this prestigious award. Mr. Corbett is the ‘lone’ selection for this award. The 

North Carolina Community College System enrolls over 780,000 students annually and is the third largest 

community college system in the nation. This is the ultimate recognition for a community college student.”       



 

 

“Our courses are now listed on 

Course Hunters.” 

- Ray Sheppard, Director 

Distance Programs 

 Be Visionary 

In 2011, the Board of  Trustees for Bladen Community College dared to explore a visionary 
idea. Anticipating continuing growth at a time when unemployment in Bladen County was a 
staggering 13.5%, the Trustees put into motion schematic plans for a new building on campus 
that could enhance opportunities for workforce and continuing education training. With such  
a goal, the college could raise the level of  instruction with advanced technology, train more 
students, and supply a highly-skilled workforce to the community and beyond. 
 

Now, five years later, the vision will become reality.  
 

With the passage of  the Connect North Carolina Public Improvement Bond in March, the  
college will construct a 20,000 square feet building on campus that houses science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics with classrooms, offices, and a teaching auditorium. The  
tentative location of  the building is the northwest side of  campus behind the Lynn King 
Allied Health building. 
 

“This funding opportunity will be immeasurably beneficial for the college and the county,”  
remarks President William Findt. “A state-of-the-art training facility will allow the college  
to graduate highly-skilled students and improve the local workforce. It is an exciting  
opportunity.” 
 

“BCC is well-equipped to welcome and train 1,000 students at any given time,” states  
Barry Priest, Vice President for Student Services, “however, our enrollment has been  
hovering at 1,300 students per semester over the past five years. More than ever before,  
we need the additional classroom building.” 
 

Bladen Community College continues to add programs and curriculum studies in response to 
student interest and the workforce trends of  the area. In 2015, the College added Medical  
Office Administration in response to the growing field of  health care. In July, accreditation  

Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics Building 
is on the Horizon 



 

 

was awarded to the Early Childhood Education program, allowing students to earn an  
Associate of  Applied Science degree. The College’s expanding collaborative with  
high school students has also impacted the  
programs and facilities on campus.  
 

“It is vital for Bladen Community  
College to evolve and expand to 
meet the needs of  this community,”  
remarks Findt. “The  investment  
we will receive from the Connect  
NC Bond is an expression of   
confidence in the community 
college system.”  
 

 
https://ycharts.com/indicators/bladen_county_nc_unemployment_rate 

College Enjoys Accomplishments 

Nursing student retention has increased to 92% for both the Practical Nursing and the Nursing Associate 
Degree  programs.  The North Carolina Board of Nursing has approved a bridge program from Licensed 
Practical Nurse to Associate Degree in Nursing. The college will accept ten bridge students in the 2016 
summer school session. 

 

The North Carolina Community College System has approved an Associate of Applied Science degree  
program for Emergency Medical Science.  The college has begun a bridge program for Paramedics to  
earn an Associate degree in Emergency Medical Services. 
 

Dean of Arts and Sciences and Developmental Studies, Dr. Joyce Bahhouth presented the seminar 
“Spreading Cultural Awareness in Many Ways” at the Community College Humanities Association  
national conference in Phoenix, Arizona, in November of 2015. 

 

Department Chair for Math and Science Lisa DeVane, and Dr. Joyce Bahhouth initiated learning  
opportunities with middle and high school students in Bladen County. Eighth-grade students whose  
writing skills excelled had their literary compositions published in the Ink Quill, the college’s literary 
magazine. Students interested in math and science curricula visited the college for hands-on lab experience 
with a college instructor. 
 

History and Geography Instructor Cliff Tyndall expanded the classroom experience by taking students to 
the ghost walk on the Battleship North Carolina in Wilmington. 

Joan Washington (left) and Shirley 
Bridger (right), former BCC board of 
trustee members, were recognized for 

extraordinary commitment to the  
college and the community with  

personalized photographs  
of campus and engraved plates.  

Washington served the college for 20 
years. Bridger was a trustee for 12 

years. Pictured with the honorees are 
President William Findt and Trustees 

Chairman Dennis Troy. 



 

 

 

U.S. Secretary of  Commerce Penny Pritzker has announced that the Department’s  
Economic Development Administration (EDA) is awarding a $1.3 million grant to 
Bladen Community College to help build a technology and advanced manufacturing 
training facility on the College’s main campus in Dublin, North Carolina. 
 
 

“The Obama Administration is committed to helping communities develop a workforce 
with 21st century skills,” said Secretary Pritzker. “As part of  the ‘Skills for Business’  
initiative, this EDA investment will allow Bladen Community College to establish a  
facility that will provide local workers with the training they need to compete for  
high-skill jobs being offered by regional employers.” 
 
 

The curriculum will serve students from the North Carolina Community College Career 
and College Promise Program and the New Schools Program in Bladen County Public 
Schools. 
 
 

EDA’s investment will help build the technology training facility on Bladen Community  
College’s main campus in Dublin. The facility will include an industrial chemistry  
laboratory, an advanced manufacturing technology simulation laboratory, a supporting  
computer classroom, and an advanced technology industry bay. 
 
 

“This will change the way we deliver education,” states William Findt, President. “We are 
moving toward the acquisition of  a state-of-the-art facility that will enhance what and 
how we teach.” 
  
 

The project is a collaborative effort among the college, the public school system, Bladen 
County Economic Development Commission, the Bladen County Commissioners, and  
local businesses and industries that are concerned about the availability of  highly skilled  
employees in science and advanced manufacturing related fields. 
 

The industrial bay will contain advanced training technology such as three dimensional 
printers and computer numerically controlled lathes, plasma cutting equipment, and  
milling machines.  

 

Edward Dent, Dean of  Engineering and Business Programs, is confident the new  
industrial lab will increase students’ performances in job interviews.  “With new virtual 
welding simulators, students will be prepared for job screening interviews that use  
virtual welding technology as part of  the interview.”  

 

Sondra Guyton, Vice President for Workforce and Continuing Education remarks, “This 
new facility will allow unprecedented growth for our ever-expanding programs in  
Allied Health and Continuing Education.”  



 

 

 

 
The Golden Leaf  Foundation has awarded  

 $500,000 to Bladen Community College 
to support the construction of  the new  

technology and advanced manufacturing 
facility on campus. The classrooms and 

teaching labs will include areas  
dedicated to industrial chemistry 

and manufacturing technology. 
 BCC’s Welding Program continues 

to graduate award-winning 
and highly trained 

students. 

Todd Lyden, Director of  the 
Small Business Center, graduated 

from the Rural Economic 
Development Institute 

in June of  2014. 



 

 



 

 

2014-2015 FINANCIAL AID 
Financial Aid Received    Number of  Recipients   Amount 

 

Pell Grants      1103       $3,697,480 
 

Federal Supplemental Educational 

    Opportunity Grant    190            $60,000 
 

Federal Work-Study    44            $58,653 
 

Childcare      14            $24,182 
 

NC Community College Grants   151             $72,211 
 

NC Educational Lottery Scholarships  85            $76,244 
 

BCC Scholarships     66            $52,700 
 

Golden Leaf  Scholarship    32            $15,243 
 

Other Financial Aid    47              $5,192  

 



 

 

FY 

18% 

7% 

15% 

13% 11% 
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14% 
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Students Enrolled In Curriculum Programs - 1,839 unduplicated 
Male Students Enrolled - 551     Female Students Enrolled - 1,288 

Student to Faculty Ratio - 12 to 1 
Average Number of  Students per Class - 12 

Average Age of  Students - 28 years 
2014-15 Number of  Associate Degrees Awarded - 176 

2014-15 Number of  Diplomas Awarded - 28 
2014-15 Number of  Certificates Awarded - 59 

Students Enrolled In Continuing Education Programs -  1,751 unduplicated 
Male Students Enrolled -  1,006    Female Students Enrolled -  745 

Program                       Students 

 
Continuing Education Programs 
Emergency Medical Services       315 
Allied Health          122 
Basic Skills          263 
Occupational Extension        228 
Community Service         193 
Fire Training          228 
Law Enforcement         245 
Customized Training         52 
Small Business          105 
 
Curriculum Programs 
Arts and Sciences         846 
Business Technologies        202 
Construction Technologies        37 
Health Sciences          74 
High School Programs        166 
Industrial Technologies        110 
Public Service Technologies       257 
Special Studies          147 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

$10,000 - $50,000 

Bladen We Care                                                      
$1,000 - $5,000 

Ashley Marie Group                        Clarkton Lions Club             Elizabethtown Rotary Club 
Jo-Anne and William Findt               Marja A. Landschulz              W & K Landschulz 
Carolyn and William Scoggins         Star Telephone                    Turnbull Lumber Company 
Hazel and David Williams                Four County Electric Membership Corporation 

 

$500.00 - $999.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan E. Aycock   
Bladen County Arts Council                                          
Lee Anne and Carlton Bryan  
Linda and James Burney  
Ruth Cox and Terry Church 
Colly Chapel Church Building Fund                                                 

$150.00 - $499.99 

Lislie and Frank Gemma                 
Elizabeth Ann and Edward Harris 
Ophelia Munn and Oliver Goins                                                      
Leinwand’s Inc.  
Kuraray America, Inc. 
Tiina and Robert Mundy 
Sachs Peanuts 

Harvey C. Schultz, Jr. 
Ray Sheppard   
Cynthia Adams Singletary   
First Source Staffing Services, LLC 
First Financial Capital Corporation     
dba Wellington Benefits 

Rosemary and Dave Allen 
Sharon Autry 
BB&T Bank 
Joyce and Victor Bahhouth 
Joan Basoba 
Big Blue Stores  
Birdsong Peanuts 
Bladen Builders Supply 
Bladen Community College 
Bladen Funeral Home  
Bladen Marine, Inc.  
Gayle and Kenneth Boykin 
Jane and Lloyd Breckenridge 
Shirley Bridger 
Camp Clearwater 
Sylvia and Mac Campbell 
Cape Fear Valley MC 
Lindsey & Joseph Chadwick 
Howell Clark 
Clarkton Drug, Inc. 
Campbell Oil Company, Inc. 
Colly Chapel Church  
Cox & Associates Architects 
Twyla Davis 
DeVane, Inc. 

Dickerson’s Pharmacy, Inc. 
Sheila Dockery 
Doug Sutton Insurance 
Clayton Dowless 
E. G. Dale Enterprise 
Farm Bureau Insurance 
The Fayetteville Observer 
First Bank  
First Citizens Bank 
Kim Gardner 
Gas Mart Minuteman Food Mart 
Giorgio’s Pizza Restaurant 
Joyce Gooden 
Mary Greene 
Sondra Guyton 
Faye Hardin 
Carol Hendrix 
Robert Herring 
Candace and Nash Hester 
Melanie Hester 
Hilton Auction and Realty 
Horrell Swine Poultry 
Shirley Hough 
Denise and Thomas Hunsinger 
Margaret Ingram  

Patricia & Randy Johnson 
Silvia and Jong Kim 
Iris King 
Ginger and Robert King 
Cathy and Tim Kinlaw 
Barbara and Eddie Knight 
Susan and Jeff Kornegay 
Lacy West Thomas Insurance 
McDuffie Pest Control 
Cynthia Council McKoy 
Randy Blake Melvin 
Melvin’s Hamburgers  
Melwood Court 
Merritt Brothers Construction 
Evelyn and William Merritt 
Naomi and Gene Miller 
Murphy Brown, LLC  
Michelle and Keith Norris 
Holly and Paul Norris 
Kitty and Eddie Nye 
Kenneth Oxendine 
Kathy and Darrell Page 
Mary Anne & Hayes Petteway 
Donna and Stephen Prince 
Becky Raynor 

Regal Resort 
Sherwin Rice 
Ann Russell 
Schultz Enterprise 
Suzanne Smith & James Ford 
Jay Stanley 
Estelle and Bob Summerlin 
Tatum Insulation, Inc. 
John Trogdon 
Sally and Clark Valentiner 
Shirley Sutton & Tommy Vann 
Village Greene Properties 
Ward Farms 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Jennifer Whittington 
Mary and James Woodruff 
Shirley and Donald Worsley 
 



 

 

$149.99 or less 

American Muffler Shop 
Johnny Anderson 
Eleanor & Leonard Baptiste 
Mary and Kenneth Barnes 
Mary Elizabeth Barnes 
Ada and Albert Beatty 
Samantha Benson 
Pam and Tim Benson 
Elsie Blackwell 
Bruce Blansett 
T.B. Blount, Jr. 
Elizabeth Brennan 
Charles Bridger 
Byron Britt 
Gena Brown 
Donald Bryan 
Angela and Ronald Butcher 
Patrick Butler 
Jane and William Cain 
Campbell Rentals 
Cassidy Campbell 
Cape Fear Wildlife Control 
Carolina Human Resources 
Sonya and Ralph Carter 
Andrea Carter-Fisher 
Priscilla Causey-Pope 
Sharon Coe 
Mary Cole 
Mark Coleman 
Ronald Coley, Jr. 
Faye Collins 
Christopher Conner 
Geraldine Council 
Clejetter Cousins 
Vida Cox 
Shirley & Tommy Crowson 
Amy Cummings 
Joyce Daniels 
Priscilla and Chester Davis 
Barbara and Keith Dennis 
Niki Dennis 
Chris Denny 
Edward Dent 
Lisa and Casey DeVane 
Crystal Dowd 
Nathan Dowless 
Anita and Wayne Edge 
Ann and William Elks 
Faculty Senate 
Billy Ray Fisher 

Tina Forrester 
Heather Garner 
Shirley & Gardy Johnson 
David Gooden 
Patricia & David Gooden 
Nancy & Phillip Goodwin 
Dianne Graham 
Pauline Graham 
Mary Granger 
Ben Greene 
H & D Supermarket 
James Hammond 
Katrina Harbison 
Wayne Harden 
Martha & Dennis Hawes 
Kathleen Heer 
Hester, Grady & Hester  
Harold Hester 
Melissa Hester 
Steven Hester 
Teresa Hester 
Ruth High 
Elizabeth Hood 
Alan Hoover 
Doris Horne 
Howard Farms 
David Humphrey 
Kathy and Harvey Iwerks 
Jerry Jackson 
Rebecca James 
Glenn Ann and John Hall 
Johnson & Johnson Attorneys 
Clem Johnson 
James Johnson, Jr. 
Morris Johnson 
Shannon and Lynn King 
Melinda King 
Dawn and Kelly Kirts 
Betty and Kenneth Kornegay 
Lenore Lacy 
Michele & Thomas Landschulz 
Shelby and Thomas Lee 
Winnie and Nathaniel Lesane 
Audrey Lewis 
Crystal Lewis 
Sandra Lewis 
Travis Locklear 
Pamela Locklear-King 
Angie and Wade Lowry 
Rupert Lucas 

Todd Lyden 
Ann MacDuffee 
Brenda Malloy 
Al Marshburn 
Marshburn’s Beach 
Sherry McBeath 
Christine McDonald 
Jerry McDowell 
Roxinna McDowell 
Doris and Jack McDuffie 
Kathy McGurgan 
Chad McKenzie 
Glenn McKoy 
Lucinda McKoy 
Wanda McKoy 
Willerwease McKoy 
Catherine McLaney 
Linda and Horace McLean 
Fordie McNeil 
Anne and Pat Melvin 
Tara Melvin 
Merritt’s Pottery 
Mitch Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Jean Morgan 
Sammie Mote Blueberry Farm 
Susan and Sammie Mote 
Mary Anne Murphy 
NC Council of Resource Dev. 
Lisa Neal 
Sara Neeley 
Claire and Tom Nelson 
Barbara and Jack Norris 
Tracy Parrish 
Charles Peterson 
Sandra and Leo Petit 
Bruce Phillips 
Samantha and Phillip Pope 
Brian Presley 
Allison and Barry Priest 
Doll and Russell Priest 
Gloria Purdie 
Tommy Rains 
Virginia and William Reinhold 
Bill Resseguie 
Michelle Russ 
Cheston Saunders 
Ruth and Dewy Shaw 
Wendy Sholar 
Bridgette Singletary 

Leroy Singletary 
Victor Singletary 
Amazon Smile 
Charlotte Smith 
Alice and Bill Stafford 
Yvonne and Lewis Tatum 
Debra and Lewis Tatum 
Bradley Taylor 
Patsy & Roger Teachey 
Thomas Timber 
Anthony Thomas 
Sharron Thomas 
Roy Thompson 
Terry Tolar 
Nancy and Dennis Troy 
Susan & Jason Turkovich 
Marjorie & Charles Turner 
Cliff Tyndall 
Robert Villegas 
Diane Vitale 
Mary Jo and Walter Lane 
Luesther and Jay Watson 
Ann and Lin Weeks 
Gale West 
Ray White 
White Sand Properties 
Felisa Williams 
Yvonne Willoughby 
Deborah & Donald Wilson 
Tina Winsette 
Woodmen of the World 1511 

Charles Young 



 

 

Bladen Community College 

7418 NC Highway 41 West 

PO Box 266 

Dublin, North Carolina 28332 

www.bladencc.com 

910 879-5500 


